Inclement Weather Guidelines
School Bus Transportation Service

Public School Division

Transportation Services

1.

The Director of Transportation Services (or designate) will begin to check weather, road
condition and temperature in Grande Cache, Hinton, Lobstick, and Edson areas at 5:00
am.

If the temperature is — 36 C or colder or inclement weather conditions are in effect, the
Director of Transportation Services may suspend bus service in areas affected.

In the event there is a wind chill factor of -45 or more, the Director of Transportation
Services may suspend bus service in areas affected.

The Director of Transportation Services will source temperature, road and weather
information by radio, TV and websites such as Environment Canada and The Weather
Network and;

Drivers in each area assigned to the driver fan out, will contact the Director of
Transportation Services with area temperatures and road reports, when inclement
weather conditions are in effect.

Cancelled or Delayed Bus Routes

1.

2.
3.
4

Drivers shall report route cancellations and delays in excess of 10 minutes, to the
Transportation Department or the Director of Transportation Services.

Transportation Services will post delays and cancellations at www.gypsd.ca.ca.

Local Radio stations will broadcast bus status reports as posted on the website.
School Bus Cancellations will be for the AM only. If weather conditions are predicted to
worsen or last throughout the day the Director of Transportation Services may cancel
bus service for the entire day.

Driver Fan Out

1.

2.

Drivers should communicate with the designated driver in their area when considering
the decision to cancel their school bus route.

The designated driver will source information from other drivers in their area and report
to the Director of Transportation Services assisting with compilation of weather and road
information for the entire Division.

The designated driver in each area will contact the Director of Transportation Services or
designate if the temperature is — 36 C or colder or if weather/road conditions are
extreme in their area.

The Director of Transportation Services may utilize the Driver Fan-Out for the
communication of route and /or inclement weather related information.

School Bus Drivers
If the school bus driver believes it is unsafe to operate a school bus, they may cancel their
morning bus route or any portion thereof. Before cancelling their route the driver should:

1.

2.
3.

4.

Contact other drivers in their area or parents along the route, to discuss current
conditions.

Make attempt to obtain weather and road information before cancelling.

Drivers shall contact their designated driver if the temperature at their home is -36 or
colder or if weather/road conditions are extreme in their area.

If the driver has begun the morning bus route and conditions warrant termination of the
route, the driver shall contact Transportation Services or the Director of Transportation
Services before returning students to their residence.
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5.

All parents must be duly notified to ensure access to the residence is available.

Early Dismissal due to Deteriorating Weather Conditions

1.

When weather or road conditions deteriorate during the day, the Director of
Transportation Services, in consultation with School Principals (or designate) may
authorize any or all busses to leave the school prior to regular dismissal time,

In the event of early dismissal the school and bus driver will make every attempt to
contact parents and ensure adequate access to the residence is available.

Field Trip Considerations during Inclement Weather

1.

Field Trips should not operate in areas where inclement weather conditions are in effect
or school bus cancellations have been posted due to inclement weather and road
conditions.

School Administrators or their designate, shall confirm weather and road conditions
before permitting a field trip to depart from the school

If a driver is scheduled to operate a field trip in areas where inclement weather
conditions are in effect, prior to departing they should contact Transportation Services or
the school, to confirm if the field trip has been cancelled.

Transportation Services 7:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m.

Before 7:00 a.m. contact Director of Transportation Services at 780-723-8053
After 7:00 a.m. Transportation Services at 780-723-6170 or 1-800-723-2564

Transportation Services 7:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m.
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